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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-5 of U. S. Application 09/840,444 filed 04/24/2001 are presented 
for examination. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1-5 are objected to because of the following informalities: there 
are no punctuations marks separating the preamble from the body of the claim. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC $112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying 
out his invention. 

4. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one 
skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to 
make and/or use the invention. In particular, the claim recites: 

- supplying the computer information from databases relating to 
biomechanical and structural characteristics of human body and structural and 
mechanical characteristics of chosen textile materials for computational 
simulation of the information, and 

- creating visual images for the monitor showing modules of structural 
functional designs. 



Application/Control Number: 09/840,444 
Art Unit: 2128 



Page 3 



5. Such features are not supported in the specification in such a way as to 
enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly 
connected, to make and/or use the invention. The specification broadly discloses 
use of such a system provides few enabling details of the system itself. 

Claim Rejectio ns - 35 USC S 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by Lennon (US 6,624,843). 

8. Lennon discloses a retailing system, in which an image capture system is 
provided and used to capture reference images of models wearing apparel items. 
At a retailer's place of business, an image capture system substantially identical 
to that used to capture the reference images is also provided. A customer has his 
or her image captured by the image capture system at the retailer's place of 
business. Subsequently, when the customer is in close proximity to an image 
display area within the retailer's place of business, a composite image comprising 
the customer's captured image and one of the reference images may be 
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provided. The composite image may comprise full motion video or still images. In 
this manner, the customer is given the opportunity to virtually assess the 
selected merchandise without actually having to try on the apparel. The 

present invention allows apparel retailers and other 
purveyors of such items an opportunity to virtually "dress" 
the potential customer in featured merchandise as a virtual 
"fitting." As used herein, apparel includes clothing, 
accessories or any other items for which customer purchase 
decisions are typically based in part upon how the item 
appears when used by the customer- Through manipulation of 
digitized images, an image of the customer in a new apparel 
style is displayed. In addition, the image of the customer 
wearing the new apparel style can be shown under different 
lighting and background conditions such as in the evening 
at a restaurant, in a very dark dance hall, in a moderately 
lit boardroom, or walking along a downtown street during 
daylight hours. Sound effects and music can also be added 
to offer a fuller, more intense-effect viewing environment 
and enhance the entertainment aspects provided by the 
present invention . 

9. In particular, Lennon discloses 
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1) A method of creating thermal functional designs of textiles and clothing 
using a computer and visual display monitor controlled by the computer, the 
method comprising: 

supplying the computer information from databases relating to 
biomechanical and structural characteristics of human body and structural and 
mechanical characteristics of chosen textile materials for computational 
simulation of the information (fig. 1 (# 106); col. 3, lines 6-35; col. 4, lines 7-39; 
col. 5, lines 35-65; col. 8, line 47 to col. 9, line 11), and 

creating visual images for the monitor showing modules of structural 
functional designs (fig. 5 (# 514, 516); col. 3, lines 6-35; col. 4, lines 7-39; col. 5, 
lines 35-65; col. 8, line 47 to col. 9, line 11). 

2) The method according to claim 1 in which the database of the human 
body comprises human model data specific body functions, including size and 
shape (col. 3, lines 6-35; col. 4, lines 7-39; col. 5, lines 35-65; col. 8, line 47 to 
col. 9, line 11). 

3) The method according to claim 1 in which the database of the garments 
comprises clothing patterns data and product specification data (col. 3, lines 6- 
35; col. 4, lines 7-39; col. 5, lines 35-65; col. 8, line 47 to col. 9, line 11). 

4) The method according to claim 1 in which the database of the human 
body comprises mechanical property data, including clothing biomechanical and 
mechanical comfort data (col. 3, lines 6-35; col. 4, lines 7-39; col. 5, lines 35-65; 
col. 8, line 47 to col. 9, line 11). 
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5) the method according to claim 1 in which the database textile materials 
comprises structural and mechanical property data, including fibres, yarns, 
fabrics and garments (col. 3, lines 6-35; col. 4, lines 7-39; col. 5, lines 35-65; col. 
8, line 47 to col. 9, line 11). 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be: 
directed to: 

Dr. Hugh Jones telephone number (703) 305-0023, Monday-Thursday 
0830 to 0700 ET, or the examiner's supervisor, Kevin Teska, telephone 
number (703) 305-9704. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the 
status of this application should be directed to the Group receptionist, 
telephone number (703) 305-3900. 

mailed to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: (703) 308-9051 (for formal communications intended for entry) or 



(703) 308-1396 (for informal or draft communications, please label 



PROPOSED" or "DRAFT'). 



August 21, 2004 



Dr. Hugh Jones 



Primary Patent Examiner 




